Interview: Mersey People: Virginia Hunt



My interest in wildlife probably first started as a child and I think that’s why it’s so important to involve children in these kind of issues. My first memories as a child were going for a walk with my father to collect watercress from streams which we would have for lunch. My father was a real countryside person and he knew all the best places to get field mushrooms and those sort of things. So it started with my dad and then as a teenager I think I left it all a bit behind, the hormones kicked in and boys were more important than watercress, clearly! But I think really I first got involved as a volunteer when I was pregnant with my second son. I’d had a child, I had Thomas who is now actually, this is the wonderful thing because he now works in biodiversity, he’s 25 and working for the Cheshire Biodiversity Recording Unit called Record. But when I was pregnant with my second son, Thomas was attending a wildlife watch event and they were at the time looking for new watch leaders and I’d given up full time teaching because I was pregnant and in fact you know the child was imminent and when asked if any of the mums or dads could help with the wildlife watch group, Thomas said “well I’m sure my mum can because she’s not doing anything now”. So well just about to give birth didn’t count as doing anything in his mind. 


So that’s really how I first got involved with Watch but I think it’s the importance of the world for children is the real thing that drives me, the future. And being a teacher I’m faced with that all the time, so if I was asked how to get some more of this concern for the environment up and running, I would say get into schools and tell the kids all about it. And there’s this thing called pester power that we hear about, which we only hear about usually in relation to kids wanting to buy the latest pair of trainers or whatever but it works in other ways too. And any mother will know that if their child has come home from school and said “Mrs so and so says we’ve got to eat five a day” or whatever it is Mrs so and so has said then the importance of that is enormous. And I think if more of us can get into schools and offer our services then we’ll get the kids on board and if you don’t get the kids on board then there’s no future in it anyway. 


It’s got to get beyond being aware. I think they’ve got to actually be doing something about it. You ask children what recycling means or Fairtrade means, they know, they know the answers, but we need to get them to do something about it. So projects like Eco Schools, I think are fantastic. What concerns me is that some schools probably think it’s one initiative too far when they’re overloaded with sort of all sorts of Government initiatives. But if people out there want to go into schools and say “I think my child, this school ought to be involved in Eco Schools, I will help. I will get my firm to put some money in towards it, I will come and dig with a spade, I will take that waste to the tip” and support schools in the Eco Schools initiative, I think that may be a bit more active. 
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