Interview: Mersey People: St Luke’s Church Crosby



We started in late 2006, when we ran a grounds maintenance workshop and the ((00:08?)) of the person who organised the workshop was “why don’t you apply for a Breathing Places Award?” a big lottery funding, there’s between £310,000 available. And I thought this was a marvellous idea. When I got the application form and I looked at one of the questions it said, “how do you know the local community want this?” and that then began a whole process of engaging with local traders, with schools, with the North Merseyside Biodiversity Manager, with the Rotary Group, with the local history society, the ((Pram 00:39?)) Club, the Guides and so on and we now have a lot of different organisations who are very supportive of the work that we’re now doing. 


We do lots of bulb planting and re-develop like all the grounds, it makes it look nicer for people who come and visit the graveyard and the church grounds. It’s great for the local schools as well. It’s really fun, it’s everything that everyone can enjoy. 


You don’t have to put a lot of work into it, all that matters is having fun really.

I
How did you guys feel when you found out that you’d won, were you excited?


Yeah, I didn’t know so it was quite a big surprise.

I
You didn’t know tonight.


We didn’t know at all. It was just fantastic, I didn’t realise we’d won such a good award. 

I
Do you think this is going to inspire you to go further?


Yes it will. 

I
Are you looking forward to telling the rest of the group?


Yes. 


I think they’ll just be really happy for us because we’ve put a lot of work into it. 


One of the things that we’ve begun to do recently is to hold a monthly work party in the church grounds on a Saturday morning and we’ve been advertising that through the local paper, The Crosby Herald. But we see it as a way to have fun as well as doing something that’s useful. And there are some people who have joined in doing that who don’t get involved in any other activities. Just to give an example, a few weeks ago we were just shifting a whole load of soil and somebody who doesn’t have a job, doesn’t really get out very much, finds it difficult to socialise said at the end of that morning of hard work he said “that’s the best morning I’ve had for a long time, when can we do this next? Are you coming next Saturday?” So it’s been a way of really encouraging some people who perhaps don’t easily mix or get involved in other things and to see that they too have a real contribution to make, that they can have fun and also make a lasting contribution to their local environment that benefits local people, the local community and wildlife as well. So what could be better than that.

I
If there’s any kids that come to our website, that are in your area, that kind of hear about what you’re doing, what would you say to encourage them to come and join in?


It’s really fun and it makes the whole, Crosby and the surrounding areas really nice and colourful and it makes it more enjoyable. 
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