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WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY  

event, which takes place on June 5th each year, calls us to 
think positive: the environment supports life on earth; we 
should be thankful for what we have. 

Each year a different city hosts the main WED celebration. 
This year it is San Francisco’s turn, but you don’t have to 
travel that far to take part. In the UK, the Northwest is taking 
a lead in organising a wide range of activities as part of the 
global event.

“The Northwest has some fantastic environmental 
assets,” says Mark Atherton, head of environment and 
sustainable development at the Northwest Development 
Agency (NWDA). “Although some areas are still recovering 
from the Industrial Revolution, we have the opportunity as a 
region to capitalise on what we have. WED provides an 
opportunity to focus our attention on the region’s 
environment, especially to promote good business practice in 
terms of corporate and social responsibility, resource 
management, efficiency and compliance with environmental 
legislation – all of which are important aspects of improving 
business productivity.” 

businesses and are on a ‘world’ scale.”
If you don’t fancy being caught up in a jumbo’s jetstream, 

you might prefer a gentle breeze and a bit of kite flying 
instead? Beacon Country Park’s open day is focused on 
alternative, unusual, even urban, sports. “We will give people 
a new venue or taste for a non traditional sport,” says 
organiser Mark Byrne. “We hope to show people that the 
countryside isn’t just about wildlife, farming and lazy days out, 
it’s also about exciting and innovative activities that everyone 
can get involved in. For the region, we hope to show that 
there are many organisations and opportunities for 
involvement, bringing people into the countryside to enjoy it, 
and build an appreciation for it.”

Good environmental management is not limited to the 
countryside, however. In Liverpool, you get to see a great 
example of eco-friendly construction at Tam O’Shanter Urban 
Farm. Its newest building is made of straw bales, has a living 
roof of sedum plants and collects rainwater for toilet flushing. 
Power is supplied by solar cells. The farm is hosting a fun day 
for the local Agenda 21 group. Activities will focus on recycling 
and sustainable living. Heswall Day Centre will also have a 
stall of handicrafts made from recyclable material. “This is a 
great opportunity to show what we are doing,” says Heswall’s 
Judith Townend, who is helping to run the event, “and a good 
chance for people to view the farm which is a wonderful 
place. People can have fun and hopefully get interested in the 
environment at the same time.”

But WED is not just for businesses. The Mersey Basin 
Campaign is coordinating a variety of family-friendly events 
across the region, in an effort to raise public awareness. 
“This year we wanted to get people more involved,” says the 
Campaign’s Denise Patfield. “We wanted people to experience 
environmental issues from a different perspective than the 
usual stream clean-ups and tips on energy-saving at home. 
And we wanted to give those people involved in looking after 
the environment a chance to show off what they are doing.”

Denise has arranged exclusive public open days in a wide 
range of venues – from quarries to nature reserves, paint 
manufacturers to waste management contractors. These are 
one off opportunities for you to peek behind the scenes and 
see good environmental management in unexpected places. 

Manchester Airport, for example, is offering a unique 
opportunity to explore runway two. You won’t get to run about 
on the tarmac, of course, but guided walks around the runway 
will reveal the variety and richness of wildlife habitats that 
exist or have been enhanced or created by the airport. These 
include woodland, wildflower areas and ponds. “The walks will 
be led by an expert guide and be a pleasant and friendly jaunt 
in the countryside,” says Tim Walmseley, who is organizing 
the event. “WED provides a focus for many of our 
environmental activities and links them to an international 
event. This helps by making management, all staff on site 
and the local community aware that many of the issues we 
are dealing with here at the airport are common to other 

WBB Minerals in Cheshire, meanwhile, is letting the public 
have unprecedented access to its Dingle Bank quarry. Visitors 
can learn about the environmental activities of the company 
worldwide and join tours of the quarry workings. “Few people 
get a chance to see a working quarry operation, largely due to 
health and safety considerations,” says WBB’s Mike Hurley. 
“We got involved in WED to give members of the public a  

After going unnoticed in the Northwest for over three decades, 

World Environment Day is back in the region for the second year in a row. 

Words  Edwin Colyer

Global warming, pollution, destruction of habitats. Talk of 
the environment is so often doom and gloom, guaranteed 
to leave us feeling powerless, unmotivated, and guilty, 
guilty, guilty.

Fortunately, World Environment Day (WED) promises to 
dispel the depression. Instead of scare mongering, it is a day 
for celebration. The United Nations’ flagship environmental 

better understanding of the source of primary raw materials 
used in the manufacture of everyday household items and an 
appreciation of methods of restoring quarry sites for long 
term future use. We want to show environmental best 
practice at work that reduces our impact and returns the land 
‘with interest’ once quarrying ceases.”

Denise Patfield is looking forward to the WED weekend. 
She is confident that the events will benefit all participants. 
“Companies and other hosts get good publicity and can show 
off about what they do for the environment, while visitors may 
begin to take on board some of the environmental issues that 
the open days raise. The WED open days will be inspirational 
for companies and the public in the northwest.”

But they will be fun days too. And guilt-free. Guaranteed.

To find out how easy it is to help 

protect the environment, see the 

Environment Agency’s website at 

 

and pledge to make a difference.

www.environment-agency.gov.uk

MORE INFORMATION: 

Denise Patfield 0161 242 8200

www.merseybasin.org.uk

www.worldenvironmentday.org
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